Measurements of visual suppression during opening, closing and blinking of the eyes.
We have previously shown that the sensitivity of human vision, as measured with a stimulus that bypasses the eyelids, is briefly impaired at the time of an eyeblink. We now find that the visual loss is almost equally extensive during eye closure if the eyes then remained closed. But little impairment occurs during eye opening when the eyes then remain open. We have previously concluded that, in blinking, visual suppression is associated with an inhibitory signal sent out by the brain. We now conclude that this signal arises primarily as a corollary to the efferent discharge that closes the eyelids.